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CARRANZA'S STRANdE ATTI-

TUDE

It is hardly 'understandable that
Carranza, at the very time when his
rnilitary power is manifestly wan-
ing, when Villa is mora actlvo and
powerful than for many months,
when Zdpata and Fclx Diaz aro
able to overrun and dominate states
in central and southern Mexico,
should assume the attitudo rfow im-

puted to him. It is said that, while
ho is at a loss how he can mutter
military forco to control thoBO parts
of Mexico now dominated by the
American troops there, yet he is still
insisting on tho establishment of a
definite date and conditions for tho
withdrawal of tho American force.

In viow of recent demonstrations
of Villa's power arid tho do facto
government's weakness, it seems evi-

dent that if tho American troops
were withdrawn soon, thoro would bo
an era of. anarchy in the northern
Btatea, with prospect that the Car-rahs- ai

regime would presently be
overturned. The American troops in
fact stand between Carranza and
ruin;, yet the. first chief, inslstsythat
they,be taken away.

There will be, it is understood, no
chance of Washington accepting
such forma; their acceptance would
doubtless be followed by develop-
ments of tho gravest character, cal-

culated to leave Mexico In worse pos-

ture than it was bofore tho Ameri-
can forces were sent into tho coun-
try. The whole program which
Washington had in mind in sending
troops there would bo abandoned.
Neither Carranza nor the Washing-
ton Administration can afford to
compel such a situation.

THE PARALYSIS MENACE

Infantile paralysis, in the opinion
of Dr. Simon Flexner, director of tho
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re-

search, is quite likely to spread, the
coming season, to parts of this coun-
try that heretofore have been free
from Its ravages. Ills statement of
the position, based on a review of tho
history of this mysterious disease, Is
anything but reassuring.

, It is now established, he says, that
tho disease is both infectious and
contagious, and that it is caused by
a microorganism. It is, Dr. Flexner
declares, the only disease that has
ever circumnavigated the globe. In
northern Europe it established itself
prior to 1000 in various regions.
Then In 1006 its peculiar faculty of
migration of disappearing from one
area and breaking out, with no ap-
parent reason, in a distant place de-

veloped. The sections that had been
suffering most from it saw it grad-
ually disappear, but other and dis-

tant parts were invaded by it; the
United States among them. On the
basis of this experience, Dr. Flexner
suspects that the disease will likely
be less violent in thoso parts of the
United States where, last year, it
was most serious; and that it will
appear in areas that heretofore have
pot known it He sees small pros-
pect for its eradication for a long
time.

Such an analysis by the foremost
authority on the disease in,this coun-
try is not cheering. It suggests the
necessity that the public prepare for
most thorough and cheerful

with the health authorities in
every effort to control the spread of
the trouble, and that the campaign
ought to be planned early and put
into rigorous effect

TAKINd OVER DRINK TRADE"

The British announcement that the
government is preparing to "take
over the drink trade" is not explicit
enough to be altogether understand-
able; but whether It means that the
government proposes merely to as-jiu-

control of the manufacture of
liquors, or to go into tho business of
dispensing as well as producing
them, it means a revolutionary step.

Mr. Lloyd-Georg- e, during the
period of his service as chancellor
and ns minister of munitions, pro-
posed most radical changes in the
management of the liquor business;
and the liquor interests, which aro
very powerful in Parliament as well
as with organized labor, roundly de-

feated him. At that time Lord
Northcllffe was one of his powerful
opponents. Whether tho Journalis-
tic dictator has changed front now,
and is prepared to accept the pre-

mier's program, can only bo conjec-
tured until more information is at
hand.

In the business of liquor, Britain
finds, as Germany did a long time
ugo, that you can't drink your alco-

hol and make munitions with it, too.
Making modern explosives requires
an immense amount of alcohol; and
tho sources from which it can be
most expeditiously and easily made
Jjce tbegruins anil jjdtatocs .that are

so keenly Heeded, in all the waning
countries, for food. Germany found
it necessary cjxly in tho war strictly
to limit thb product of liquors in or-

der1 to conserve grains.' England has
not only found tho need of economy
on this ' account, but has faced tho
problem of labor's inefficiency ns a
'result of 'too much drinking. The
government has instituted regula-

tion in tho munitions centers, de-

signed to mako it impossible for
workers to drink excessively; but tho
conditions are yet far from ideal.
Higher efficiency could bo promoted,
to say nothing of tho immenso ccono-frtic- a

in foodstuffs, if the use of
liquor were reduced to rigid mini-
mum. That Is what tho new move
means, whether it is to Involvo gov-

ernment control of tho manufacture,
or of tho dispensaries.

SPAIN FORCINQ AN ISSUE

The world, neutral and belligerent
aliko, is beginning to vision tho very
definite understanding that Ger-
many's peace move means that, de-

nied present pcaco on her terms,
she Is going in for a new career of
frightfulncss, That means, so far as
maritime neutrals aro concerned,
that ships which approach or lcavo
entente harbors will be sunk on sight
without inquiries or guarantees of
life.

Through the thinly veiled threat of
this proceeding a threat that has
been plainly tq bo seen through the
submarino proceedings for many
weeks past, and that has been freely
and openly voiced by the German
Radicals Berlin has been holding its
club over neutrals, to line them up
in favor of quick pcaco on Germany's
terms. Switzerland was quick to
second the move of President Wil-

son; now tho Scandinavian countries,
which have been terrific sufferers by
the submarino attacks, have indi-

cated their concern to see the peace
effort pressed.

It is significant, at least, that
Spain adopts a different course. In-

stead of Joining In the effort to
strengthen Germany's hands in tho
peace movement 'she addresses to
Berlin a note that seems to make
Madrid, instead of Washington, tho
leader for tho time being at least
In insistence on the protection of
neutral rights at sea. Madrid bluntly
refuses to accept the German view
of the international law involved In
these attacks. Spain does not con-

cede the right to destroy prizes; and
no more Is it satisfied that the com-

panies of ships shall be turned oat
in boats on the open seas.

Spain's note is a shaking xi the
fist toward Germany. It is doubly
significant because German Influence
has been strong in Spain. In' com-

mercial affairs there is a powerful
leaning toward Germany, whjch has
furnished much capital and business
direction to reviving Spanish enter-
prise; while on the political side
the Spanish aristocracy is in natural
sympathy vith the German effort to
strengthen absolutism in the world.
Spain faces a constant turmoil be-

cause of the dogged fight of Its in- -,

surgent democracy and the persist-
ent opposition of the absolutists to
every concession in tho direction of
truly representative government.
But nil these conditions havo been
offset by the painful and continuing
impression made by tho German
submarine program, and the result
is that Madrid sounds a note that
Berlin will fin J extremely discordant
Just as this moment

THE NEW RAILROAD CRISIS

The chiefs of the Big Four railway
brotherhoods have circularized .their
400,000 members,, putting up to them
tho question of future policy toward
the tiight-hou- r fight and the Adam-so- n

act. They are mysterious about
the precise questions that are raised
In the circular now going out; but
the intimation is strong and direct,
that the possibility of a great strike
is once more brought in sight

On behalf of the railroad men, one
of their leaders explains that when
the compromise of last summer was
reached, the, men waived their de-

mand for time-and-a-ha- lf for over-
time, and supposed that, in return,
they were to receive Immediately the
eight-hou-r day. The Adamson act
passed; it meant a postponement to
January 1; and then it' was taken
into the courts, with prospect, that
there would be an indefinite poriod
of litigation and more postpone,
ments. With, all this delay there is
disaffection, and the union leaders
are taking counsel of their follow-
ers ns to what shall be done.

Tho undesirability of such a set-
tlement as was attempted last sum-
mer is demonstrated once more. It
would be a novel idea, that a law of
Congress must not bo submitted to
the test of the courts as to its con-
stitutionality; yet if the brother-
hoods were to be granted the view
they have been expressing, there
should be no such appeal for inter-
pretation of the act which they them-
selves accepted. To acquiesce in the
settlement that the law undertook
necessarily implied acquiescence in
the constitutional procedure for de-

termining what that law meant. The
Supreme Court is, under our system,
the interpreting authority, Just as
the Congress is tho legislative au-
thority.

To reopen this whole question now,
while the President's legislative pro

gram is yet incomplete, arid while
the menace of a strike cannot but
disconcert tho wholo congested busi-

ness of tho nation, would be a moat
unfortunate affair. The leadors of
tho railway unions must havo been
blind indeed if thoy havo not discov-

ered that thy have been losing caste
in public sympathy and opinion. No
class of men have tho right to im-po- so

upon the country, such a calam-
ity as a railroad strike at this time
would mean. i

BRITISH SHIPS FOR JAPAN

A few days ago Tho Times called
attention to the persistent propaga-
tion and circulation of stories calcu-
lated to cause suspicion, in tho Amer-
ican mind, against Japan. It is im-

possible that so many canards of this
character should havo been hatched
and glvon wide curroncy, without
some general purpose Their origin
is always mysterious and vague.
There is never any real authority,
and in a number of cases investiga-
tion has made it very clear that
there was novcr any justification for
such yarns being invented.

Now comes ono of the moat vicious
of these reports; a story that Japan
is to havo turned over to her after
tho war a squadron of six dread-naug- ht

battlo cruisers, from tho Brit-
ish fleet. It is alleged that this ar-
rangement has been made because
Japan has been devoting so much in-

dustrial capacity to providing muni-
tions for the antics, that sho has been
unable to keen naval construction up
to tho pace sot for it In her naval
program.

Addition of six one story said
eight great vessels of this class to
Japan's navy might bo a subject of
real concern to the United States.
If they wero to bo used against this
country they would, of course, give
Japan a great advantage. The story,
however, has elements which not
only makw it highly .improbable, but
which suggest tho samo origin as
has been suspected in the case of
other rumors of Japanese machina-
tion to tho disadvantage of the
United, States.

A cablegram from the Japanese
govcrlmcnt to tho consul general of
thut country in New York, flatly and
specifically declares there is no
ground whatever for this fantastic
narrative. Inasmuch as common
sense supports the denial, it should
bo accepted as meaning just what It
says. But the origin of this myriad
of inventions, all designed to horror
and mako difficult the relations be-

tween the United States and Japan,
ought to be the subject of an Inquiry
that would not hesitate for fear of
what might be developed. Somebody
is diligently engaged In efforts to get
Japan and the United States by the
ears, it Js being tlono persistently,
systematically. How many guesses
aro needed to determine the probablo
inspiration?

DON'T EXPOSE THE CHILDREN!

TJiere Is widespread notion among
some parents, that the characteristic
disorders from which childhood suf-
fers, such a measles, chlckenpox,
whooping cough, and the like, are in-

evitable incidents, qnd that the child
might as well "have them and bo
done with it" In the case of whoop-
ing cough nt least Dr. Woodward,
District Health Officer, issues a
warning that la timely and especially
deserving of attention. He points
out that whooping cough, far from
being a mild and Innocuous affec-
tion, is very dangerous to children
under flw years. In a period of four
years 144 deaths, almost all of chil-
dren, were charged to this disease
on the official records; a number that
doubtless is conservative as com-
pared to tho actual facts.

Children suffering from whooping
cough should be kept away from
other children and from public as-

semblies; and other children should
be kept away from those suffering
from the disease, which is very
easily communicated through its
characteristic germ. At present the
disease is epidemic in Washington,
and the greatest caro should be ob
served in dealing with it. Parents
must be relied upon for the most
effective effort in this direction; and
it is highly important that they shall
not accept the idea that children do
not need to bo safeguarded from
touch with thoso suffering from the
disorder.

The prlca of 21,000 crowns for a
Budapest window commanding' a view
of tho .coronation paradn makea In.
augural prices In Washington look
sad. Htlll, tho.e crowns may have
been In paper money.

Peace sentiment la waning In Ber-
lin. I'eace sentiment Is waning In
London, dermany Is confident Britain
neara starvation. England Is conn-den- t

Germany nears starvation. The
end of the war

Tho allies' answer to IJerlln Is about
ready, and there are Indications that,
whqther it be read In Ilusstan,
French, Italian, or English, It Is go-

ing to be some little answer.

Here's hoping that the business of
ripping up American railroads In or-

der to shp the raits and bridges to
Europe will not ot too common. We
need tame more here.

It Is to be said in all candar that
Chairman Henry's reply to Tom Law-so- u

didn't quite inatcl.v the "hot stuff
qualities of the Lawson telegram, but
It did pretty well aft that.

Don Marquis'
' Column

French 'Without a fllrugjile.
There was a young lady named, Lloyd
Who referred to a bird as a "bold."

Though It may be a-- fact-Th-

the lady lacked tact,
She Was there whn It camo to sang

frold. Tommy Atkins.

Governor Spry of Utah has received
warnings of poison plots and bomb
plots against him . . . but hs es-

caped so far owing to tho- - rapidity
with which bo moves from spot to
spot. I

Whenever a chump does' anything
that displeases everybody he always
calls attention to the fact that groat
men are sure to make enemies.

The "World Peace Association of
Minnesota" has protested against the
possibility of universal military train.,
ing. Pacifism grows stronger and
stronger In the Scandinavian nations.

"It Was Christmas on (he Isthmus."
Sir: With reference to Clement

Wood's rhyme: It recalls to mo the
opening lines of a splendid epic upon
the order of the Ancient Mariner
which a friend andI hoped to concoct
one holiday season some years agone.
It opened thus:

"It was Christmas on the Isthmus,"
Bald the stranger with strabismus.
Despite our unfortunate inability to

pursue the topic further, I cannot but
feel these aro lines that the world
will not willingly let dlr.

W. It. B.

Indeed, they shouldn't be lost.
Here's the first stanta:
"It was Christmas on the Isthmus."
Kald the stranger with strabismus,
As he deftly changed the angle of his

left-han- eye;
Ho was Coptic and his optic
Had a sandy look hydroptlc.
Or perhaps his thirsty glances were

after rye.

What's the second slant?
"The World," says a story In tho

World, "Is In a position to present the
true facts. ..."
SIR, FOR A BACHELOR THIS IN-

TEREST IS ALMOST MORIIIO,
Sir: If twins are going to be born

In any person's homo on tho night
of December 31, it Is that person's
duty to Inform the newspaper corre-
spondent of his village of his ex-
pectancy. Llfo has no ambition any
sweoter to the country correspondent
than to send in a story that In his
village "twins wero born tonight, one
In 101(1 and one In 1017."

In 1B1M01U It was Eau Claire. Wis.
IJack In 10101911 It was Liberty, Mo.

Where will It bo this year?
A BACHELOR.

The Rev. Bouck White and the So-
cialist party have excommunicated
each other, neither one, we presume,
being radical enough for the other.

The lata Had Occam Xm TJa.
All the, gracious bards can do it;
No. if you don't you will rue It-- Why

detach yourself from all the poet
crewf

In a few words not excessive
You'vo a facile pen, expressive

Write a rhyme about the year that's
nearly through.

We shall gasp In round-eye- won-
der,

If those lines of rhythtnlo thunder
Aro not printed ere this last week Is

a doubt.
Though the theme has oft been

treated,
Can the thought be quite depleted?

Write some verse about the year that's
passing out!

Ernest Tyler.

Cassaaara.
There aro holly wreaths In the win-

dows. .
And spangled trees for the children:
There are carols and crowds In tho

churches.
For It Is Christmas time.
No one needs to be Idle,
Monty there Is in abundance,
The long bread lines of former years
Have dwindled and melted away;

Dun Cassandra goes crying through
' the streets.

"I looked In at the open door of a
church and saw

Far off candles upon an altar:
And I heard the choir boys singing
Exultantly high and clear.
But also I saw a church full of hos-

pital beds for the wounded;
The fragrance of Incense changed to

the odor of antiseptics.
And the chanting was drowned by the

groans
Of those who are long In thslr death.

"And I looked through a window and
saw

Little children around a tree.
Children wild with delight, clean and

carefully tended,
Dancing around a tree.
Rut also I. saw little children
Haggard and starved and embruted,
Peering like rats from the ruins
Of a bomb-wrecke- plllsged town.
"And I saw the ladles go by
Mincing over the .pavement
In their hlgh-heelt- d costly shoes of

beautiful colored leather.
Daintily painted and powdered, con-

scious and very complacent,
Privileged queens of the world.
But also I saw
Wretched creatures cowering, rags

and tatters of women,
Torn and befouled and tossed away

by the brutal hands of soldiers;
Torn beyond all mending-Wo- men

who once wero proud!"

Cassandra goes crying through the
streets:

"O, my country, my country, hear mo,
for I am Cassandra)

Black, black Is the cloud rolling heav
ily down upon you;

Red, red are tho drops, a fast falling
deluge of bloodli

O, my country, hear me, for I die even
. now with your danger!"

But who would hear Cassandra
When It Is Christmas time?

MARY.

Frau Leonore Seleka, speaking 'of
her soli jtlUo researches In Java, says:
"The Dutch government was very
helpful to us In Java, It lent Inmates
of Its penal oolony to us for most of
our excavation. It Is Interesting to
know that, as far as our experience
went, murderers make the best dig-
gers." Nevertheless, it might be a
little risky to put 'them to work pre-
paring the foundations, for a new so-
cial order.

COURSE OF DANCE

WENDS WAY WEST

Waltz Originated In Liverpool,

Modern '"Hula Hula" in

Honolulu.

ORIENTAL STEPS DUE NEXT

Dancing Instructors Believe

They, Will Follow Present
Hawaiian Craze.

Westward the course of the modern
dance wends Its way.

From Liverpool to Honolulu Is a
long way, but not too far for tripping
feet and gliding bodies.

In the purple pathway of the de-
scending nunyhas the custom of the
dance followed, and this season's of'
faring marks no exception.

Young man and young woman, go
West and catch up with the dancel

Get out the Japanese lantern and
Chinese decorators aad fit up the ball
room for tqe ,1018 dances, which are
coming direct' from tho Orient.

At least, thiit's what dancing mas-

ters right and left are saying about
It, and it Is best to take their word
for It. ,

Consider the Walts.
Consult the progress of the dance

since ante-de'luvla- n times porhaps a
little later would be better and see
where the fancy steps have taken
themselves.

Because the steps that tickled Adam
and Eve didn't branch out Is nolgn
that the dance Is not a spreading
crate. If It didn't invade strange
lands then It was because there was
nowhere to go.

Consider the Innocent waits. In the
name of which many fantastic
derivations havo been committed. It
originated in England, In Liverpool,
to be exact. It came to America.

Next came the two-ste- p and no one
will deny that It la an American In-

stitution. But It wasn't awfully pop-
ular for so many years before (he
"old homestead" dances of (he Middle
West usurped Its throne.

Vlrsrlala He I a Memory.
They lasted until carpenters Im-

ported smooth floors Into farmhouses
and public halls In the corn raising!
States. Since then they havo beeh
enjoying the latest from New York
and the "homestead" dances have
gone begging.

The Virginia reel Is a tender mem-
ory, but nobody can truthfully say
that It holds sway In ball rooms to-
day.

When Frisco's Bsrbary coast con:
trlbuted Its quota of dances to polltn
society It hustled out tho turkey trot,
the bunny hug, the scissors glide, and
scores of other steps which were per-
haps fortunately short lived,

Instructors are free to admit that
a majority of the dances patterned
after the turkey trot camo from the
underworld of San Francisco. But
tho more entrancing Hawaiian strains
havo taken their place, and these will
In turn bo supplanted by unknown
steps from tho Orient, It Is believed.

Ilala llata" Itelafas.
And there you have It. The cause of

the source of the dance Is westward.
No doubt about It.

Washington dancers and dancing In-

structors ore practically agreed that
what Paris Is to the world of fashion,
everywhere ll to the world of dan-
cing.

This season in Washington some,
but In Chicago more, and New York
principally, tho "hula hula." with
variations. Is leader of the ball room,
and even has crowned herself In the
private home.

The American Society of Professors,
of Dancing, at a recent convention In
New York, decreed that "hula" should
be danced thjs season but not In
bare feet. That was the only restrlc
Ion.

America Is admitted by dsnee lovers
to be mad over the strains of tho
wonderful Hawaiian music

UHalale Wins I'lae.
The ukalalee has Installed Itself In

the hesrts of music lovers and In the
theaters and on tho streets one can

hear the strains of South Sea Isle
muslo sung and whistled.

But It Is running Its sway this
year and next season will probably
witness the Introduction of dances
from Japan and other points of tho
Orient.

Miss Hlltrudo B. Fisher, a Wash-
ington dancing teacher, says she
believes the trend of dancing Is
westward.

"I believe that the dance Is moving
to the West." said Miss Fisher.
"When one stops to reflect that It has
traveled from Liverpool, England, to
San Francisco, and then to Honolulu,
the conclusion Is that It Is bound on
on Indefinite Western Journey.

"Within two season at the most
our steps will be Importations from
the Orient. I confidently believe." she
concludes.

Comes Frosa the Orient.
Arthur Mack, of 100 Eye street

northwest, believes the Oriental
dances will prevail within the next
few years.

"If you havo noticed," says Mr.
Mack, "our dances are going west-
ward. Our turkey trot and bunny hug
came from Ban Francisco and the
Hawaiian glide is a, product of a
Western Island. I believe that two
years more will probably bring us
dances direct from the Orient, al-
though one can not say what they
will be."

Only a few more Western leaps and
the source of trie dance will be back
again where It originally started,
after encircling tho world. It re-
quired several centuries to travel as
for1 as It has gone, but it Is not be-

lieved that so many years wilt be
necessary to land It back In the Old
World again.

Women Faro Inciter.
The Immense popularity this season

of 'Hawaiian muslo Is responslblo for
the evolution of the Hawaiian dance
for ball room purposes, and the pre-
diction of sponsors that it would be
eagerly welcomed by America seems
not to havo gone far wrong.

Women havo fared better this year

thati have the men. They havo had tq
6)0 loss back walking. Time was When
any debutanto could claim with im-
punity that sho had walked twenty
miles backward a night on a dancing
fipor, but she sighs with relief this
season. She can now go forward
With proprloty, nay, even with 'eclat!

PARK LAND OFFERED'
'

FOR SALE TO U
Owners of 229 Parcels Willing

to Sell for Rook Creck- -

Potomao Driveway.

Of tho 450 parcels of land to be ac-

quired by the Government for the con-
necting drive betweon Rock Creek and
Potomac' Park. 29 parcels have been
offered by owners for sale to the
United States, according to announce-
ment" today by the Parkway Commis-

sion.
Of tho parcels offered, tho commis-

sion has selected six for Immediate
purchase. This was' all the commis-
sion was ablo to do at present on ac-

count or Uio limited funds nt Its dis-
posal. From the evidences of willing-
ness on tho part of owners to noil' to
the Government at reasonable figures,
it is thought probable tho land may
all be acquired without condemnation
proceedings.

alvea Unrestricted Itoutr.
The Parkway Commission has ap-

proved the tentatlvo agreement be-

tween, CoU W. W. Harts, Its executlvo
officer, and the Washington Gas Light
Company, which Is believed to bo ad-

vantageous to the United HUtes. This
agreement furnishes a free and unre-

stricted route for the parkway over
squares two and three, which aro now
occupied by the plant and machinery
of the fs company, and bctwocn the
main gas pUnt and the rlvur, settling
for all time the long standing contro-
versy as to 'he rights of occupancy
upon these squares.

The Gas Compsny has agreed t .)

all title' and cla'irt to th'i lands
des'ieri for this crossing, rind has nU
agreed to remove apparntiM and equip-
ment from this area upon notlco from
tne commission that the land Is

for psrkway use.
Mela Ve of Wharf Area.

In return for this concession the
compsny will have use, without title,
of a wharf area on the river and the
discussed bed of H street between
Twenty-sixt- and Twenty-sevent-

streets northwest, where It passes be-

tween two units of the gas plant.
Buildings for the wharf must be

by the engineer officer In
charge of public bulldngs and grounds
so that no unsightly structure may be
built.

Recommendation for tho purchase
of the six parcels of Isnd approved by
the commission marks the Initial step
toward actually acquiring property
for the connecting parkway, which Is
ono of the most elaborate features of
present plans for the Capital's beautl-flcatlo-

The land for tho connecting
drive way will cost a million and a
quarter. The plan ,of Improvement
will be aded to this cost.

Make ImpartaaC Step.

In announcing Its first steps the
parkway commission, in a statement,
says:

This marks a very Important step
In the work of constructing tho park-

way; a step which bids fair to bo

continuous, as thoro Is no doubt that
Congress Intends to prosecuto tho
work to a speedy conclusion.

There Is every reason why Wash-Ingtonla- ns

should feel that tho pres-c- ut

Congress fully appreciates the
need of connecting these large pub-

ic reservations In such a way as to
eliminate a long-standin- g condition of
sordldncas, where onco a fair stream
wended Its way."

Tho members of the Rock Creek and
Poiumao Parkway Commission in
charge of the Improvement are Sec-
retary' of the Treasury McAdoo, chair-
man; Secretary of War Baker and
Secretary of Agriculture Houston.
Col. W. W. Harts Is executive officer,
and William J. Mntln, executive nlerx
of tho Treasury Department. Is sec-
retary of the commission.

WHAT'S ON PROGRAM

Many Interesting Events of Import
N ance Aro Scheduled.

Today.
ncpllon to Treasury employes br rUeretarr

McAitoo and Mrs. McAdoo, In Treasury
bullUnr, 11 a. m.

Odd Fllos Canton Washington, No. 1,

Amusements.
Natlonal-navro- ood Hitchcock In "Bstty."

1:1 p. ni.
DtUsco Annette Kellermsnn In "A Daufh- -

tr of th Gods." I:tt and 1:11 p. m.
Ktlth's VaudHU. t:U and :u p. in.
roll's 'TM 01d Romsitead," :U and IUS

tycum-nurWiJ- ut. 3 and P, m.
aaytly nurletque. I:U and 1:11 p. m.
Uww'a Colombia Motion pictures, 10:M a. m.

to It P- - nt.
Strand-Photopl- ays. 10 a, m. to 10:10 p. tn.
darden Photoplays, 10 a. m. to 10. J p. m,

Tomorrow.
KlKtlon of officers, Yaunnc Willing llslntrs.

In new club rooms. 111 U street northwest.
I p. m

Watch night sen Ices, Indpndnt Order ot
the1 Sons or Junadab, PyihUu Temple,
evsnlng.

Mass rnestlng, Oreek liberals, Odd Fellows'
Hall, :: P. m.

Address, "The Now ear snd the New Era."
under the ausplrea ot Iba llahsl Assembly,
Studio Hall, UIO Connecticut avenua north-
west, 0:15 P- - ni.

Play, "A Christmas Surprise In the Old
Home." at German Orphan Home, Anacos-tl- a.

1:00 p. ni.
Address, "The Immortality of the Soul."

Henry Clinton Hell, before meeting ot the
Wsshlngton Seculsr League, I'ythlan Tem-
ple, t p. m.

Lecture. "The Fat and Daatlny " )!!
Louise Cults Powell, Room M, Hotel Port,
land, i p. m.

Vesper services, under auspices ot the Bouth
American Club, with Mrs. Albert lislespeaking on "Uutnos Aires Association." V.
W. C. A.. :80 p. m.

LECTURE8 ON IRRIGATION.
Settlers on the twenty-flv- e irriga-

tion projects of the United States
Reclamation Service aro adding

a year to this country's assets.
W. I. Swanton told a large audlehce
at the Men's Club of the Polls Church
Presbyterian Church last night.

The lecturo delivered by tho speaker
A'as profusely illustrated with views
of reclamation work In tho West, ijo
said the United Status is developing
an Immense area of land, and L' 50,000
rugged and self-relian- t men and wom-
en of the pioneer typo wjtro develop-
ing It Into a rich and prosperous sec-
tion of the country.

SILENT RENASCENCE

HOW ON IN GERMANY

Nation Passing Through Period

of Transition in Henln- -'

ternal Affairs. '

TO GIVE PEOPLE MORE VOICE

Peaceful Revolution Seen In

Reichstag, in Press, and in

Royalty's Attitude.

(,Tnl I the flfth o o"serlesJ pf
of the' European icar In the post

year, ivrltten or The Tjmei" by cor
reipotutenti in the field.)' '

BERLIN, Dec,. 30. Germany Is as
ready for pcaco as she 1s for continued
war. Her record of 1918 Justifies either.
Sho begins the year 1917 with her tines
on tho western front .unbroken after
England's and FrAnce's supreme eftorts, ''
and this despite the fact' that her
armies have swept victorious over
three-fourth- s of Houmanla.

Foremost of the year's events In Ger-
many was tho proffer of peace by, the
Imporlsl chancellor, van Bethmann
Hollweg. Oerman public opinion, ap-

plauds the sentiment which urged this
tender. xTho chancellor's speech in the
Reichstag and his nolo to Germany's
enemies nplly' summarised' the view of
the Oerman people.

In tho German view, It Is now en.
tlrely a matter for the allies to decide
whether they desire to make peace, or
continue fighting. Germany wants peace

but her united public opinion, her un- -
crushed army and navy, are ready to
fight on. ' -

Rebirth Already Under Way. '
As n matter of fact, Germsn today ,

Is passing through a transition' period
In her internal affairs. Because tho
world at large has been so Interested
In purely war affairs, It has overlooked
perhaps the most Important movement
In Germany since lilt. That develop-
ment Is the "neuorlentlerung, mesn-In- g

"readjustment of tho nation to
changing conditions." Really. It Is Mo
German Renaissance of lilt a peace-
ful, political revolution working so (
quietly that even some Ocrinans do not
sen Its developments.

Repeatedly the Danes and tho Dutch
and other neutrals nsk, "When will the
revolntlon begin?" believing that
changing conditions run only he brought
about by force, nnd not being awsrr
that the only revolution Is a renaissance
or rebirth. ,

That rebirth Is already under way.
Uveryone from tho chancellor down to
the laborer Is playing a rdle. - '

To Give lVaple.VoIri. ,

The chancellor In tho Reichstag sound-

ed the keynoto of tho movement when
ho said i 'There must bo free oppor-
tunity for all capable people."

In other words, the new movement Is
a. universal change by tho. poophM.-th-

Reichstag and the government tokgUe
the people by 'franchise am? through .
the IteJchstag mora 4v,tli
nation's affairs.

The socialists have been saying: "Wo
want more authority." And tho gov-

ernment, Instesd of extending a, deaf
ear. Is-- listening to all suggestions.
Through the chancellor, the government
Is showing a spirit of willingness to get
together.

Thus, the ncuorlentlenmg Is maklnt
such headway that from present Indi-

cations Germany's rebirth will bo ,
peaceful readjustment to new .condl
tlona. ,

In three ways this new movement hut
been manifest: , .

First. In the Relchstsg: sscond, In

the press; thin), tho relations between
royalty wnd tho commoners'.

t

Itelrhatasr Claims rower.. (
So far It la almost Impossible t

ssy exactly what the Reichstag li
grasping for. Almost a year age
some radlcala said that when tho war
came to an end the ministers must
be thereafter responslblo to tho
Reichstag but In tho NeuorlenUerung ,

this has been undebated.
Various propositions havo been ad-

vanced In measures Introduced In the
Relehstscr. Tho National Liberals ask
ed recently for formation of a special
committee to advise with tho government

on foreign affairs. Another
member suggested a parliamentary
undersecretary of state, responsible
to the Reichstag.' r

But even today, although tho
Reichstag does not name ministers,
Its members are consulted and prl-- .

vately claim the unwritten power kr
make or unmako cabinet members.

Submit Ta ConftscatsWa.

In regard to point two that democ-
racy la making inroada In Germany
Is evidenced In the press. Scores of
times editors have published opinion's
that they knew would result In con
flscatlon of their editions. But hey,J
willingly submitted to this confisca-
tion to publish their Ideas.

One particularly apt Illustration of
the growth, of the freedom for tho
press was indicated In the Vosslsche
Zeltung's criticism of tho method of
selecting diplomats. The newspaper
said openly that Germany's diplomat
wero accused of being theworat lit
the world und then went ahead with
specific criticisms of certain diplo-
matic appointments. This was almost
unheard of In Germany.

Tho mingling of royalty with com-mon-

has been exemplified-o- every
battlefront.

To Harness Nation's Unity,

Two or three Instances of this
kinship may be cited. First, a cer-

tain count, whoso wife is an Ameri
can, ana who was serving as a cap- -

..In a affinnri tiv n nrlvatA inMfAP ' I

and asked for a match Before the
war such a stop was utterly unheard
of.

Of the palpable, material develop-
ments of the past year, Germany,!
foremoHt achievement has been herj
victory over Roumanla, Her occupa-
tion of Little and Great Wallachia
gives her some of the richest farm-
ing country In tho world. Her armies
swept forward with such resistless
force and with such amazing speert
that their booty was an Immense
store ot grain, food, and other sup-
plies.

Tho year 1010 saw accord with
Ameiicu definitely established on v
cubmurine Issue, and has proven the
utter failure of .the allies' "starvation
blockade." This year lOlT'wIll see
the harnessing of tho nation's unity
through tho "man power" bill already;
enacted.


